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This book reveals the many creative solutions an African society found for problems that people encounter
when they try to establish a democratic system of governing their affairs. In much of what has been written
about Africa, the common image is that of people governed by primitive customs and practices, in which
only feudal roles of elders, kings, chiefs, sultans, and emirs have been acknowledged by Western observers.
Little is ever shown of indigenous African democratic systems, under which there is distribution of authority
and responsibility across various strata of society, and where warriors are subordinated to deliberative
assemblies, customary laws are revised periodically by a national convention, and elected leaders are limited
to a single eight-year terms of office and subjected to public review in the middle of their term. All these
ideals and more are enshrined in the five-century old constitution of the Oromo of Ethiopia, which is the
subject matter of this book.

In this book, Legesse brings into sharp focus the polycephalous or "multi-headed" system of government of
the Oromo, which is based on clearly defined division of labor and checks and balances between different
institutions. Revealing the inherent dynamism and sophistication of this indigenous African political system,
Legasse also shows in clear and lucid language that the system has had a long and distinguished history,
during which the institutions changed by deliberate legislation, and evolved and adapted with time.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Murphy:

With other case, little folks like to read book Oromo Democracy: An Indigenous African Political System.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any
book Oromo Democracy: An Indigenous African Political System. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device.
It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jose Crawford:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Oromo Democracy: An Indigenous African
Political System is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Antonio Batts:

The actual book Oromo Democracy: An Indigenous African Political System will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Oromo Democracy: An Indigenous African Political
System is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

Larry Strickland:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Oromo Democracy: An Indigenous African
Political System why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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