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Grounded in direct, systematic observation by neutral observers, Talking with the Children of God is a
unique study of the radical religious movement now known as The Family International. The book draws on
extraordinarily candid interviews with the group's leaders and administrative staff. In revealing new
information about the organization's history, beliefs, and use of prophecy, Gordon Shepherd and Gary
Shepherd offer a highly detailed case study that is both an antidote to sensationalized coverage of the group
and a means for understanding the transformational practices of new religious movements in general.

 

One of the most controversial groups emerging from the Jesus People movement of the 1960s, the Family
originally was known as The Children of God. Under leader David Berg, members proclaimed an
apocalyptic "Endtime," shunned secular occupations, lived communally, and adopted unusual sexual
practices that led to abuse scandals in the 1970s and 1980s. Following Berg's death in 1994, the organization
began to dramatically alter its evangelization efforts and decision-making processes.

 

Talking with the Children of God builds a picture of a complex organization with ten thousand core members
worldwide, including details on the lives, careers, and responsibilities of the second generation and their
efforts to defend their faith. The authors summarize the Family's history and beliefs as well as its
controversial past. In particular, they analyze the organization's use of prophecy--or channeled revelations
from Jesus and other spiritual beings--for making decisions and setting policy, revealing how this essentially
democratic process works and how it shapes Family life and culture.

 

These remarkable insights are the result of sixteen years of surveys and field observations conducted in
Family member homes in sixteen countries, plus four days of face-to-face interviews with Family leaders
and organizational staff. The volume also includes condensed transcripts of the interviews with analysis by
Shepherd and Shepherd.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Talking with the Children of God: Prophecy and
Transformation in a Radical Religious Group. Try to face the book Talking with the Children of God:
Prophecy and Transformation in a Radical Religious Group as your close friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Joseph Woodruff:

The book Talking with the Children of God: Prophecy and Transformation in a Radical Religious Group can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book Talking with the Children of God: Prophecy and Transformation in a Radical Religious Group? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Talking with the Children of God:
Prophecy and Transformation in a Radical Religious Group has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Jerry Orosco:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Talking with the Children of God: Prophecy and
Transformation in a Radical Religious Group, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Margaret Thompson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Talking with the Children
of God: Prophecy and Transformation in a Radical Religious Group that give your fun preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that



reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Talking with the Children
of God: Prophecy and Transformation in a Radical Religious Group become your own personal starter.
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