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The literature on Kierkegaard is often content to paraphrase. By contrast, Michael Theunissen articulates one
of Kierkegaard's central ideas, his theory of despair, in a detailed and comprehensible manner and confronts
it with alternatives. Understanding what Kierkegaard wrote on despair is vital not only because it illuminates
his thought as a whole, but because his account of despair in The Sickness unto Death is the cornerstone of
existentialism. Theunissen's book, published in German in 1993, is widely regarded as the best treatment of
the subject in any language. Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair is also one of the few works on Kierkegaard
that bridge the gap between the Continental and analytic traditions in philosophy.

Theunissen argues that for Kierkegaard, the fundamental characteristic of despair is the desire of the self "not
to be what it is." He sorts through the apparently chaotic text of The Sickness unto Death to explain what
Kierkegaard meant by the "self," how and why individuals want to flee their selves, and how he believed
they could reconnect with their selves. According to Theunissen, Kierkegaard thought that individuals in
despair seek to deny their authentic selves to flee particular aspects of their character, their past, or the world,
or in order to deny their "mission." In addition to articulating and evaluating Kierkegaard's concept of
despair, Theunissen relates Kierkegaard's ideas to those of Heidegger, Sartre, and other twentieth-century
philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

The book Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy)? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in
Philosophy) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look
the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Daniel Rhoads:

Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Michelle Han:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair
(Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy).

Mitchell Smith:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair
(Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the book Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton
Monographs in Philosophy) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in



what must you're doing of their time.
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