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Noted for its magnificent architecture and extraordinary history, the Yuanming Yuan is China's most famous
imperial garden. The complex was begun in the early eighteenth century, and construction continued over the
next 150 years. While Chinese historians, and many Chinese in general, view the garden as the paramount
achievement of Chinese architecture and landscape design, almost nothing is known about the Yuanming
Yuan in the West. A Paradise Lost is the first comprehensive study of the palatial garden complex in a
Western language. Written in a broad and engaging style, Young-tsu Wong brings "the garden of perfect
brightness" to life as he leads readers on a grand tour of its architecture and history.

Wong begins by inspecting the garden's physical appearance and its architectural elements. He discusses the
origin and evolution of these structures and the aesthetics of their design and arrangement. Throughout he
refers to maps and original models of individual buildings and other existing gardens of the Ming-Qing
period, including the well-preserved Yihe Yuan and the Chengde Summer Mountain Retreat in Rehe. A
special feature of the book is its exploration of the activities and daily life of the royal household.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Midkiff:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication A Paradise Lost: The Imperial Garden
Yuanming Yuan will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Irma Huges:

The e-book with title A Paradise Lost: The Imperial Garden Yuanming Yuan has lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Brianna Bell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The A Paradise Lost: The Imperial Garden Yuanming Yuan will give you new experience in looking at
a book.

Joyce Hynes:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Paradise Lost: The Imperial Garden
Yuanming Yuan can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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