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Mother of Mercy, Bane of the Jews explores a key moment in the rise of the cult of the Virgin Mary and the
way the Jews became central to her story. Benedictine monks in England at the turn of the twelfth century
developed many innovative ways to venerate Mary as the most powerful saintly intercessor. They sought her
mercy on a weekly and daily basis with extensive liturgical practices, commemorated additional moments of
her life on special feast days, and praised her above all other human beings with new doctrines that claimed
her Immaculate Conception and bodily Assumption. They also collected hundreds of stories about the
miracles Mary performed for her followers in what became one of the most popular devotional literary
genres of the Middle Ages.

In all these sources, but especially the miracle stories, the figure of the Jew appears in an important role as
Mary’s enemy. Drawing from theological and legendary traditions dating back to early Christianity, monks
revived the idea that Jews violently opposed the virgin mother of God; the goal of the monks was to contrast
the veneration they thought Mary deserved with the resistance of the Jews. Kati Ihnat argues that the
imagined antagonism of the Jews toward Mary came to serve an essential purpose in encouraging Christian
devotion to her as merciful mother and heavenly Queen.

Through an examination of miracles, sermons, liturgy, and theology, Mother of Mercy, Bane of the Jews
reveals how English monks helped to establish an enduring rivalry between Mary and the Jews, in
consolidating her as the most popular saint of the Middle Ages and in making devotion to her a foundational
marker of Christian identity.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Mother of Mercy, Bane of the Jews:
Devotion to the Virgin Mary in Anglo-Norman England has been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Mother of
Mercy, Bane of the Jews: Devotion to the Virgin Mary in Anglo-Norman England is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Mother of Mercy, Bane of the
Jews: Devotion to the Virgin Mary in Anglo-Norman England. You never truly feel lose out for everything
in the event you read some books.

Lola Paolucci:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Mother of Mercy, Bane of the Jews: Devotion to the Virgin Mary in
Anglo-Norman England book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer of Mother of Mercy, Bane of the Jews: Devotion to the Virgin Mary in Anglo-
Norman England content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Mother of Mercy,
Bane of the Jews: Devotion to the Virgin Mary in Anglo-Norman England is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Madeline Pastrana:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Mother of Mercy, Bane of the
Jews: Devotion to the Virgin Mary in Anglo-Norman England is simple to deliver you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Nathaniel Thomas:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list will be Mother of Mercy, Bane of the Jews: Devotion to the Virgin
Mary in Anglo-Norman England. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many



advantages.
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