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Value chain—based approaches offer tremendous scope for market-based improvements in production,
productivity, rural economy diversification, and household incomes, but are often covered by literature that
istoo conceptual or heavily focused on analysis. This has created a gap in the information available to
planners, practitioners, and value chain participants. Furthermore, few references are available on how these
approaches can be applied specifically to developing agriculture in Africa.

'‘Building Competitivenessin Africa’ s Agriculture: A Guide to Vaue Chain Concepts and Applications
describes practical implementation approaches and illustrates them with scores of real African agribusiness
case studies. Using these examples, the 'Guide’ presents a range of concepts, analytical tools, and
methodol ogies centered on the value chain that can be used to design, implement, and eval uate agricultural
and agribusiness development initiatives. It stresses principles of market focus, collaboration, information
sharing, and innovation.

The 'Guide' begins by examining core concepts and issues related to value chains. A brief literature review
then focuses on five topics of particular relevance to African agricultural value chains. These topics address
challenges faced by value chain participants and practitioners that resonate through the many cases described
in the book.

The core of the book presents methodological tools and approaches that blend important value chain
concepts with the topics and with sound business principles. The tools and case studies have been selected
for their usefulness in supporting market-driven, private-sector initiatives to improve value chains. The
'‘Guide' offers 13 implementation approaches, presented within the implementation cycle of avalue chain
program, followed by descriptions of actual cases. Roughly 60 percent of the examples are from Africa,
while the rest come from Europe, Latin America, and Asia.

The'Guide' offers useful guidance to businesspeople, policy makers, representatives of farmer or trade
organizations, and others who are engaged in agro-enterprise and agribusiness devel opment. These readers
will learn how to use value chain approaches in ways that can contribute to sound operational decisions,
improved market linkage, and better results for enterprise and industry devel opment.
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From reader reviews:
James Stover:

The feeling that you get from Building Competitivenessin Africa's Agriculture: A Guideto Vaue Chain
Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) may be the more deep you looking
the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Building Competitivenessin Africa's Agriculture: A Guideto Vaue
Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Building Competitivenessin
Africas Agriculture: A Guide to Vaue Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural
Development Series) instantly.

Corey I'son:

The reason? Because this Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guideto Vaue Chain
Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If | were you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Gordon Rollins:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended for you is Building Competitivenessin Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Vaue
Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) this book consist alot of the
information on the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book ideal all of you.



Jamila Coles:

Isit you who having spare timein that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Building Competitivenessin Africas Agriculture:
A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your sparetime by reading in
this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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