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Are gardens works of art? What is involved in creating a garden? How are gardens experienced by those who
stroll through them?

In What Gardens Mean, Stephanie Ross draws on philosophy as well as the histories of art, gardens, culture,
and ideas to explore the magical lure of gardens. Paying special attention to the amazing landscape gardens
of eighteenth-century England, she situates gardening among the other fine arts, documenting the complex
messages gardens can convey and tracing various connections between gardens and the art of painting.

What Gardens Mean offers a distinctive blend of historical and contemporary material, ranging from
extensive accounts of famous eighteenth-century gardens to incisive connections with present-day
philosophical debates. And while Ross examines aesthetic writings from the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, including Joseph Addison's Spectator essays on the pleasures of imagination, the book's opening
chapter surveys more recent theories about the nature and boundaries of art. She also considers gardens on
their own terms, following changes in garden style, analyzing the phenomenal experience of viewing or
strolling through a garden, and challenging the claim that the art of gardening is now a dead one.

Showing that an artistic lineage can be traced from gardens in the Age of Satire to current environmental
installations, this book is a sophisticated account of the myriad pleasures that gardens offer and a testimony
to their enduring sensory and cognitive appeal. Beautifully illustrated and elegantly written, What Gardens
Mean will delight all those interested in the history of gardens and the aesthetic and philosophical issues that
they invite.

"Replete with provocative musings, Ross delineates links that should prove interesting to readers engaged in
pondering our capacity to relate to the natural world through the gardens we create."—Booklist

"[A]n innovative and absorbing study of the garden as an object of aesthetic interest."—Allen Carlson,
Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism

"[P]leasantly readable. . . . A thought-provoking book for all who reflect as they dig."—Noel Kingsbury,
Country Life

"[A] refreshing view of the subject. . . . Ross's book is continually illuminating in unexpected
ways."—Gillian Darley, Architects' Journal

"What Gardens Mean is a wonderful intellectual combination of discussions on the interdisciplinary histories
of art, gardening, and philosophy."—Choice
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Adair:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled What Gardens Mean. Try to face the book What Gardens Mean as
your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Matthew Wallace:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book What Gardens Mean had been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
publication What Gardens Mean is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book What Gardens Mean. You never experience lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Marni Elliott:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. What Gardens Mean can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have
those short time problems.

Refugio Kennedy:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of What Gardens Mean can give you a lot of pals
because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have What Gardens Mean.
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