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In recent yearsit has been increasingly suggested in some quarters that the doctrine of the atoning death of
Christ did not come into being in the earliest stages of Christianity; the first interpretation of Jesusis said to
have been the image of him as the eschatological prophet, or the innocent man suffering wrongly. Against
such views which might seem to devalue the doctrine of the atonement, Professor Hengel argues forcefully
and with great scholarship that the doctrine of the atonement can be traced back to the earliest church, indeed
to the sayings of Jesus himself. The second part of the book is devoted to this quest, moving back from the
letters of Paul, through the pre-Pauline tradition, to Jesus. It is fascinating in itself. However, what gives the
book even greater appeal isitsfirst part, in which Professor Hengel examines awider area of classical
antiquity. Would it have made sense to Greeks and Romans of the first-century to say that Jesus had died for
them? Were there points of contact in their traditions? Surveying Greek and Latin literature, Professor
Hengel shows just how widespread a theme 'dying for' actually was, from Homer, through the Greek
tragedians and orators, to Plutarch, Livy and Caesar. Once again, he sheds new light on areas which might be
thought to have been long since worked to desth.
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From reader reviews:
Donald Kelley:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the
New Testament. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a new book The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the New Testament. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open abook as well as
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Jean Ashburn:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students because they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great a ong with important the book The Atonement: The Origins of
the Doctrine in the New Testament. All type of book isit possible to see on many methods. Y ou can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Sergio Espinoza:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou may know
that book is very important usually. The book The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the New
Testament has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the
New Testament is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you
truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book
The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the New Testament. Y ou never really feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Charline Bynum:

Often the book The Atonement: The Origins of the Doctrine in the New Testament has alot of information
onit. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after looking over this book.
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