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Set in a fictitious African nation, this novel by the distinguished writer Sony Labou Tansi takes aim at the
corruption, degeneracy, violence, and repression of political life in Africa. At the heart of The Shameful
State is the story of Colonel Martillimi Lopez, the nation’s president, whose eccentricity and whims
epitomize the "shameful situation in which humanity has elected to live." Lopez stages a series of grotesque
and barbaric events while his nation falls apart. Unable to resist the dictator’s will, his desperate citizens are
left with nothing but humiliation. The evocation of this deranged world is a showcase for the linguistic and
stylistic inventiveness that are the hallmark of Sony Labou Tansi’s work.

This first English translation by Dominic Thomas includes a foreword by Congolese writer Alain
Mabanckou that contextualizes the novel’s importance in literary history and the significance of Sony Labou
Tansi for future generations of writers.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Johnson:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular The Shameful State (Global African Voices) to
read.

William Jimenes:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Shameful
State (Global African Voices) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Thomas West:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Shameful State (Global African Voices), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Olga Andres:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The Shameful State (Global African Voices) this publication consist
a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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