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This book explores one of the great questions of our time: How can we preserve our sense of what it means
to be a person while at the same time accepting what science tells us to be true--namely, that human nature is
continuous with the rest of nature? What, in other words, does it mean to be a person in a world of things?
Alan Mittleman shows how the Jewish tradition provides rich ways of understanding human nature and
personhood that preserve human dignity and distinction in a world of neuroscience, evolutionary biology,
biotechnology, and pervasive scientism. These ancient resources can speak to Jewish, non-Jewish, and
secular readers alike.

Science may tell us what we are, Mittleman says, but it cannot tell us who we are, how we should live, or
why we matter. Traditional Jewish thought, in open-minded dialogue with contemporary scientific
perspectives, can help us answer these questions. Mittleman shows how, using sources ranging across the
Jewish tradition, from the Hebrew Bible and the Talmud to more than a millennium of Jewish philosophy.
Among the many subjects the book addresses are sexuality, birth and death, violence and evil, moral agency,
and politics and economics. Throughout, Mittleman demonstrates how Jewish tradition brings new
perspectives to--and challenges many current assumptions about--these central aspects of human nature.

A study of human nature in Jewish thought and an original contribution to Jewish philosophy, this is a book
for anyone interested in what it means to be human in a scientific age.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Human Nature & Jewish
Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas) will make you to be smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Dawne Feliciano:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Human Nature & Jewish
Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Wilbert Westerfield:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter
(Library of Jewish Ideas) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lauren Miner:

You can find this Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of
Jewish Ideas) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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