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Americans revere their Constitution. However, most of us are unaware how tumultuous and improbable the
drafting and ratification processes were. As Benjamin Franklin keenly observed, any assembly of men bring
with them "all their prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion, their local interests and their selfish
views." One need not deny that the Framers had good intentions in order to believe that they also had
interests. Based on prodigious research and told largely through the voices of the participants, Michael
Klarman's The Framers' Coup narrates how the Framers' clashing interests shaped the Constitution--and
American history itself.

The Philadelphia convention could easily have been a failure, and the risk of collapse was always present.
Had the convention dissolved, any number of adverse outcomes could have resulted, including civil war or a
reversion to monarchy. Not only does Klarman capture the knife's-edge atmosphere of the convention, he
populates his narrative with riveting and colorful stories: the rebellion of debtor farmers in Massachusetts;
George Washington's uncertainty about whether to attend; Gunning Bedford's threat to turn to a European
prince if the small states were denied equal representation in the Senate; slave staters' threats to take their
marbles and go home if denied representation for their slaves; Hamilton's quasi-monarchist speech to the
convention; and Patrick Henry's herculean efforts to defeat the Constitution in Virginia through
demagoguery and conspiracy theories.

The Framers' Coup is more than a compendium of great stories, however, and the powerful arguments that
feature throughout will reshape our understanding of the nation's founding. Simply put, the Constitutional
Convention almost didn't happen, and once it happened, it almost failed. And, even after the convention
succeeded, the Constitution it produced almost failed to be ratified. Just as importantly, the Constitution was
hardly the product of philosophical reflections by brilliant, disinterested statesmen, but rather ordinary
interest group politics. Multiple conflicting interests had a say, from creditors and debtors to city dwellers
and backwoodsmen. The upper class overwhelmingly supported the Constitution; many working class
colonists were more dubious. Slave states and nonslave states had different perspectives on how well the
Constitution served their interests.

Ultimately, both the Constitution's content and its ratification process raise troubling questions about
democratic legitimacy. The Federalists were eager to avoid full-fledged democratic deliberation over the
Constitution, and the document that was ratified was stacked in favor of their preferences. And in terms of
substance, the Constitution was a significant departure from the more democratic state constitutions of the
1770s. Definitive and authoritative, The Framers' Coup explains why the Framers preferred such a
constitution and how they managed to persuade the country to adopt it. We have lived with the
consequences, both positive and negative, ever since.
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Framers' Coup: The Making of the United States
Constitution. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book The Framers' Coup: The Making of the United States Constitution. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Mary Oropeza:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Framers' Coup: The Making of
the United States Constitution book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Eric Kyler:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled The Framers' Coup: The Making of the United States Constitution
can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

April Harry:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book The Framers' Coup: The Making of the United States Constitution was
filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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