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An Asian plant with mysterious cathartic powers, medicinal rhubarb spurred European trade expeditions and
obsessive scientific inquiry from the Renaissance until the twentieth century. Rarely, however, had there
been a plant that so thoroughly frustrated Europeans' efforts to acquire it and to master its special botanical
and chemical properties. Here Clifford Foust presents the remarkable efforts of the explorers, traders,
botanists, gardeners, physicians, and pharmacists who tried to adapt rhubarb for convenient use in Europe.
His is an intriguing tale of how humans and their institutions have been affected by natural realities they do
not entirely comprehend. Readers interested in the history of medicine, pharmaceutics, botany, or
horticulture will be fascinated by this once-perplexing plant: highly valued by physicians for its cathartic
properties, rhubarb resisted revealing its active chemical principles, had many widely varying species, and
did not breed true by seed. This history includes sections on the geographic and economic importance of
rhubarb--which explain how the plant became a major state monopoly for Russia and an important
commodity for the East India companies--and a discussion of rhubarb's emergence as an international
culinary craze during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Originally published in 1992.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Desmond Gorman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Rhubarb: The Wondrous Drug (Princeton Legacy Library). Try to
make book Rhubarb: The Wondrous Drug (Princeton Legacy Library) as your good friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Richard Vazquez:

The book Rhubarb: The Wondrous Drug (Princeton Legacy Library) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
Rhubarb: The Wondrous Drug (Princeton Legacy Library)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Rhubarb: The Wondrous Drug (Princeton Legacy Library) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Caleb Jones:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list will be Rhubarb: The Wondrous Drug (Princeton Legacy Library). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Edith Stewart:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Rhubarb: The Wondrous Drug (Princeton Legacy
Library) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Rhubarb: The Wondrous Drug (Princeton Legacy Library) to make your



spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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