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A dynamic biography of one of the most mysterious members of Wordsworth’s circle and the last of
the Romantics

Thomas De Quincey was an obsessive. He was obsessed with Wordsworth and Coleridge, whose Lyrical
Balladsprovided the script to his life, and by the idea of sudden death. Running away from school to pursue
the two poets, De Quincey insinuated himself into their world. Basing his sensibility on Wordsworth’s and
his character on Coleridge’s, he forged a triangle of unusual psychological complexity.

Aged twenty-four, De Quincey replaced Wordsworth as the tenant of Dove Cottage, the poet’s former
residence in Grasmere. In this idyllic spot he followed the reports of the notorious Ratcliffe Highway
murders of 1811, when two families, including a baby, were butchered in their own homes. In his opium-
soaked imagination the murderer became a poet while the poet became a murderer. Embedded in On Murder
as One of the Fine Arts, De Quincey’s brilliant series of essays, Frances Wilson finds the startling story of
his relationships with Wordsworth and Coleridge.

Opium was the making of De Quincey, allowing him to dissolve self-conflict, eliminate self-recrimination,
and divest himself of guilt. Opium also allowed him to write, and under the pseudonym “The Opium-Eater”
De Quincey emerged as the strangest and most original journalist of his age. His influence has been
considerable. Poe became his double; Dostoevsky went into exile with Confessions of an English Opium-
Eater in his pocket; and Charles Dickens, Oscar Wilde, George Orwell, Alfred Hitchcock, and Vladimir
Nabokov were all De Quincey devotees.

There have been other biographies of Thomas De Quincey, but Guilty Thing is the first to be animated by the
spirit of De Quincey himself. Following the growth of his obsessions from seed to full flowering and tracing
the ways they intertwined, Frances Wilson finds the master key to De Quincey’s vast Piranesian mind.
Unraveling a tale of hero worship and revenge, Guilty Thing brings the last of the Romantics roaring back to
life and firmly establishes Wilson as one of our foremost contemporary biographers.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Zahn:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Guilty Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Virgie Tauber:

This book untitled Guilty Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Russell Stringer:

This Guilty Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey is completely new way for you who has interest to look
for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Guilty Thing: A Life of
Thomas De Quincey can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better
life and knowledge.

Darren Perez:

You can get this Guilty Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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