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“Family history begins with missing persons,” Alison Light writes in Common People. We wonder about
those we’ve lost, and those we never knew, about the long skein that led to us, and to here, and to now. So
we start exploring.
 
Most of us, however, give up a few generations back. We run into a gap, get embarrassed by a ne’er-do-well,
or simply find our ancestors are less glamorous than we’d hoped. That didn’t stop Alison Light: in the last
weeks of her father’s life, she embarked on an attempt to trace the history of her family as far back as she
could reasonably go. The result is a clear-eyed, fascinating, frequently moving account of the lives of
everyday people, of the tough decisions and hard work, the good luck and bad breaks, that chart the course of
a life. Light’s forebears—servants, sailors, farm workers—were among the poorest, traveling the country
looking for work; they left few lasting marks on the world. But through her painstaking work in archives,
and her ability to make the people and struggles of the past come alive, Light reminds us that “every life,
even glimpsed through the chinks of the census, has its surprises and secrets.”
 
What she did for the servants of Bloomsbury in her celebrated Mrs. Woolf and the Servants Light does here
for her own ancestors, and, by extension, everyone’s: draws their experiences from the shadows of the past
and helps us understand their lives, estranged from us by time yet inextricably interwoven with our own.
Family history, in her hands, becomes a new kind of public history.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Common People: In
Pursuit of My Ancestors book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Douglas Whatley:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Common People: In Pursuit of My
Ancestors why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Christopher Thompson:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Common People:
In Pursuit of My Ancestors offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Christopher Scoville:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Common People: In Pursuit of My Ancestors this publication consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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