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Titus Lucretius Carus was probably born in the early first century B.C., and died in the year 55. Littleis
known of hislife, athough two tantalizing bits of gossip were passed on by St. Jerome: that he was poisoned
by a madness-inducing aphrodisiac given him by hiswife, and that his great poem On the Nature of Things
was posthumously edited by Cicero. For the latter assertion, writes Anthony Esolen in hisintroduction to the
present volume, thereis little evidence, and none whatsoever for the former.

What does survive is a masterful poetic work that stands as the greatest exposition of Epicurean philosophy.
Writing in the waning days of the Roman Republic--as Rome's politics grew individualistic and treacherous,
its high-life wanton, its piety introspective and morbid--L ucretius sets forth arational and materialistic view
of the world which offers aretreat into a quiet community of wisdom and friendship.

Even to modern readers, the sweep of Lucretius's observationsis remarkable. A careful observer of nature,
he writes with an innocent curiosity into how things are put together--from the oceans, lands, and starsto a
mound of poppy seeds, from the "applause” of arooster's wings to the human mind and soul. Yet Lucretiusis
no romantic. Nature is what it is--fascinating,purposel ess, beautiful, deadly. Once we understand this, we
free ourselves of superstitious fears, becoming as human and as godlike as we can be. The poem, then, is
about the universe and how human beings ought to livein it. Epicurean physics and morality converge.

Until now, there has been no adequate English verse trandation of Lucretiuss work. Anthony Esolen fills
that gap with aversion that reproduces--with remarkabl e faithfulness--the meaning, pace, and tone of the
original Latin.

Here is abook that will introduce a new generation of readers to a thinker whose powers of observation and
depth of insight remain fresh to the present day.

"Esolen has the rare gift of being both afine poet and alover of languages. His diction is poetic and natural;
he has afine ear for sound, and the translation benefits greatly from being read aloud--as L atin poetry was
meant to be. Thistranglation is clear and forceful. It can, and will, be read."--Kenneth J. Reckford,
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
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From reader reviews:
Roberta Bourland:

The book On the Nature of Things: De rerum natura give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.

Y ou can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining abook On the Nature of Things:
De rerum natura to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like available and read a
reserve On the Nature of Things: De rerum natura. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve
or encyclopedia or some others. So, how do you think about this book?

Cynthia Briscoe:

The book On the Nature of Things: De rerum natura can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book On the Nature of Things: De
rerum natura? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many
detailsfor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book On the Nature of Things:
De rerum natura has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can
appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin L oesch:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated
that for awhileisreading. Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to
remain than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of On
the Nature of Things: De rerum natura book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Lesley Dwyer:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extratime or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be On the Nature of Things: De rerum natura.
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