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In this richly illustrated book, religious historian Eamon Duffy discusses the Book of Hours, unquestionably
the most intimate and most widely used book of the later Middle Ages. He examines surviving copies of the
personal prayer books which were used for private, domestic devotions, and in which people commonly left
traces of their lives.  Manuscript prayers, biographical jottings, affectionate messages, autographs, and pious
paste-ins often crowd the margins, flyleaves, and blank spaces of such books. From these sometimes clumsy
jottings, viewed by generations of librarians and art historians as blemishes at best, vandalism at worst,
Duffy teases out precious clues to the private thoughts and public contexts of their owners, and insights into
the times in which they lived and prayed. His analysis has a special relevance for the history of women, since
women feature very prominently among the identifiable owners and users of the medieval Book of Hours.

Books of Hours range from lavish illuminated manuscripts worth a king’s ransom to mass-produced and
sparsely illustrated volumes costing a few shillings or pence. Some include customized prayers and pictures
requested by the purchaser, and others, handed down from one family member to another, bear the often
poignant traces of a family’s history over several generations. Duffy places these volumes in the context of
religious and social change, above all the Reformation, discusses their significance to Catholics and
Protestants, and describes the controversy they inspired under successive Tudor regimes. He looks closely at
several special volumes, including the cherished Book of Hours that Sir Thomas More kept with him in the
Tower of London as he awaited execution.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book Marking the Hours: English People and Their
Prayers, 1240-1570 has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Marking the Hours: English People and Their
Prayers, 1240-1570 is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while
using book Marking the Hours: English People and Their Prayers, 1240-1570. You never sense lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Bertha Morrison:

This Marking the Hours: English People and Their Prayers, 1240-1570 are usually reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Marking the Hours: English People and Their Prayers,
1240-1570 can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Marking the Hours: English People and Their Prayers, 1240-1570
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Juanita Cooke:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Marking the Hours: English People and Their Prayers, 1240-1570 your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get previous to. The Marking the Hours: English People and Their Prayers, 1240-1570
giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your
better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Felix Smith:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Marking the Hours: English People and Their Prayers, 1240-1570. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually



happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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