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Oduvaldo Vianna Bilho was a key activist in the Brazilian national theater movement from 1954 until his
death, at the age of 38, in 1974. An author and actor in theater, cinema, and television, Vianinha-as he was
popularly

called-was an astute theoretician whose assessments of Brazilian theater still speak directly to controversial
issues of the 1990s.

In his theoretical writings, Vianinha discussed politics and aesthetics, the real and potential audiences for
Brazilian theater, and how these issues, as well as problems of resources and training, affected the traditions
and evolution of Brazilian theater and drama. He wrote during one of the most repressive periods in
Brazilian history, a time in which

the military regime crippled theater and the arts. In his work he constantly appraised his own dramatic
development and the potential of his theatrical activity, in light of cultural and political possibilities, to affect
social change.

In the first full-length study in English of Vi anna Bilho's work, Leslie Damasceno examines theatrical and
dramatic conventions in relation to the cultural space within which Vianinha lived and worked, interweaving
discussions of acting, direction, and use of scenic space with textual analyses of his plays. To place him in
cultural and historic context, Damasceno surveys the social, political, and economic factors that delineated
the parameters of, and opportunity for, theatrical performance.

Damasceno's first two chapters are theoretical in nature; they establish essential critical space and distance
within the intertextuality inherent in the study of a playwright who was himself a theoretician. The first
chapter defines cultural space and theatrical conventions, arguing their primacy as structuring elements in the
development of theatrical traditions. The second chapter presents an overview of Vi anna Filho's theory and
his evolving opinion on the role and function of theater as a political, dramatic, and aesthetic device.
Subsequent chapters evaluate specific plays, focusing attention on the playwright and his interaction with
audiences of the time. A thorough examination of his best play, Rasga corafiio(Rend Your Heart) highlights
its value as the culmination of the theatrical and dramatic conventions that he had most come to appreciate.

The interdisciplinary approach to dramatic text and theatrical practice presented by Leslie Damasceno in
Cultural Space and Theatrical Conventions in the Works of Oduvaldo Vianna Filho offers a historical,
cultural, and aesthetic analysis of theater committed to social change in Brazil from the 1950s until the mid-
1970s.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Saad:

The book Cultural Space and Theatrical Conventions in the Works of Oduvaldo Vianna Filho (Latin
American Literature Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the great thing like a book Cultural Space and Theatrical Conventions in the Works of
Oduvaldo Vianna Filho (Latin American Literature Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Cultural Space and Theatrical Conventions in the Works of Oduvaldo Vianna Filho (Latin American
Literature Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look
the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gregory Goolsby:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Cultural Space and Theatrical Conventions in the Works of Oduvaldo Vianna
Filho (Latin American Literature Series) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease
the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Cultural Space and Theatrical
Conventions in the Works of Oduvaldo Vianna Filho (Latin American Literature Series) content conveys
objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Cultural Space and Theatrical Conventions in
the Works of Oduvaldo Vianna Filho (Latin American Literature Series) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

James Sanchez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Cultural Space
and Theatrical Conventions in the Works of Oduvaldo Vianna Filho (Latin American Literature Series).

Rochelle Barrick:

Exactly why? Because this Cultural Space and Theatrical Conventions in the Works of Oduvaldo Vianna
Filho (Latin American Literature Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for



you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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