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On a visit to Buffalo, New York, the French poet Dominique Fourcade was awed by the huge concrete grain
elevators that line the city s river and lakefront. Turning to his guide, the poet Susan Howe, he exclaimed,
The American Chartres! Taking Fourcade s exclamation as its title, Bruce Jackson s American Chartres
documents Buffalo s surviving grain elevators, capturing these monumental buildings in all seasons and in
various light; from the Buffalo River, the Ship Canal, and Lake Erie; from inside and from the top floors and
roofs; in detail and in toto.
Invented in Buffalo by Robert Dunbar and Joseph Dart, the city s first grain elevator went operational in
1843. By the mid-1850s, Buffalo was the world s largest grain port, and would remain so well into the
twentieth century. Grain elevators made Buffalo rich, and they were largely responsible for the development
of the Port of New York.
While primarily functional objects, designed to move grain from one transportation modality to another,
grain elevators are also beautiful structures, and they exerted a profound influence on many twentieth-
century architects. Walter Gropius, one of the founders of the Bauhaus, collected photographs of American
grain elevators and published two of Buffalo s elevators in 1913. The great Modernist architect Erich
Mendelsohn came to Buffalo to photograph them in 1924, and they also influenced the practice of architects
such as Le Corbusier and the Italian futurist Antonio Sant Elia. More recently, the conceptual artists and
photographers Bernd and Hilla Becher have included grain elevators in their documentation of industrial
structures in Europe and North America.
Despite their deep impact on twentieth-century architecture, Buffalo s grain elevators remained
underappreciated. As they outlived their economic usefulness, many were destroyed. Only recently have
local residents realized what treasures they are. Beautifully illustrated with more than 160 color photographs,
this book documents what remains."
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide American Chartres: Buffalo's
Waterfront Grain Elevators will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable
book with you?

Linda Carroll:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. American Chartres: Buffalo's Waterfront Grain Elevators can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Frank Johnson:

The book untitled American Chartres: Buffalo's Waterfront Grain Elevators contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The
author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice examine.

Jill Beery:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This American Chartres: Buffalo's Waterfront
Grain Elevators is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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