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For over twenty years Sir Stephen Wall was at the heart of Whitehall, working for a succession of British
leaders as they shaped Britain's policy towards the European Union. He was there behind the scenes when
Margaret Thatcher took on the rest of Europe to 'get her money back'. He was with John Major at Maastricht
where the single European currency was born. He was with Tony Blair as a negotiator of the EU's
Amsterdam, Nice and Constitutional Treaties. Asa senior official in London, as Britain's ambassador to the
European Union and as Tony Blair's senior official adviser on Europe he saw Prime Ministers and Foreign
Secretaries define, defend and promote Britain's interests in Europe. Drawing on that experience, Stephen
Wall traces a British journey from 1982 to the present as successive British governments have wrestled with
their relationship with their fellow EU partners, with the European Commission and the European
Parliament.

A Stranger in Europe goes behind the scenes as Margaret Thatcher and her successors have sought to
reconcile Britain's national and European interests. Drawing on the official documents of the period, he gives
auniqueinsight into how Britain's leaders have balanced objective assessment of Britain's wishes; political,
press and public pressures; their own political instincts and the aims, interests and personalities of their
fellow European leaders. We see Britain's Prime Ministersin intimate discussion with other EU leaders. We
experience how Britain'stop politicians motivated the best civil servants of their day and how those civil
servants, in turn, sought to turn political instructions into negotiating successes. Above all, we see people at
the top of their game trying to promote the British national interest and be good Europeans at the same time.

Stephen Wall analyses both Britain's successes and our failures and shows how, despite the differences of
declared aim, and huge differences of personality, Britain's political leaders have in practice followed very
similar paths. He concludes that Britain has been an awkward partner, often at odds with her partners: a
stranger in Europe. But with dogged determination and seriousness of purpose Britain's leaders have
nonethel ess done much to shape and reform the modern Europe in which we live today.
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From reader reviews:
Robbie Stamant:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students as they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do that. You
must know how great and important the book A Stranger in Europe: Britain and the EU from Thatcher to
Blair. All type of book isit possible to see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Kimberly Hopkins:

The e-book with title A Stranger in Europe: Britain and the EU from Thatcher to Blair posesses alot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout
new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read theitem
anywhere you want.

DoloresMika:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled A Stranger in Europe: Britain and the EU from Thatcher to Blair your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The A Stranger in Europe: Britain and the EU from
Thatcher to Blair giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but a so giving you useful
factsfor your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Kenneth Hoy:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. A Stranger in Europe: Britain and the EU from Thatcher to Blair can be
your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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