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Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires charts in vivid detail the largely forgotten history of European corpse
medicine, which saw kings, ladies, gentlemen, priests and scientists prescribe, swallow or wear human
blood, flesh, bone, fat, brains and skin in an attempt to heal themselves of epilepsy, bruising, wounds, sores,
plague, cancer, gout and depression. In this comprehensive and accessible text, Richard Sugg shows that, far
from being a medieval therapy, corpse medicine was at its height during the social and scientific revolutions
of early-modern Britain, surviving well into the eighteenth century and, amongst the poor, lingering
stubbornly on into the time of Queen Victoria.

Ranging from the execution scaffolds of Germany and Scandinavia, through the courts and laboratories of
Italy, France and Britain, to the battlefields of Holland and Ireland, and on to the tribal man-eating of the
Americas, Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires argues that the real cannibals were in fact the Europeans.
Picking our way through the bloodstained shadows of this remarkable secret history, we encounter medicine
cut from bodies living and dead, sacks of human fat harvested after a gun battle, gloves made of human skin,
and the first mummy to appear on the London stage. Lit by the uncanny glow of a lamp filled with human
blood, this second edition includes new material on exo-cannibalism, skull medicine, the blood-drinking of
Scandinavian executions, Victorian corpse-stroking, and the magical powers of candles made from human
fat. In our quest to understand the strange paradox of routine Christian cannibalism we move from the
Catholic vampirism of the Eucharist, through the routine filth and discomfort of early modern bodies, and in
to the potent, numinous source of corpse medicine’s ultimate power: the human soul itself.

Now accompanied by a companion website with supplementary articles, interviews with the author, related
images, summaries of key topics, and a glossary, the second edition of Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires is
an essential read for anyone interested in the history of medicine, early modern history, and the darker,
hidden past of European Christendom.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jost:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse
Medicine from the Renaissance to the Victorians book is readable by you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of
Corpse Medicine from the Renaissance to the Victorians content conveys prospect easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you
even now thinking Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine from the
Renaissance to the Victorians is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ruby Freeman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Mummies,
Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine from the Renaissance to the Victorians is kind of
guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Richard Moyer:

The guide with title Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine from the
Renaissance to the Victorians has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Zachary Foushee:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History
of Corpse Medicine from the Renaissance to the Victorians or maybe others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Mummies, Cannibals and



Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine from the Renaissance to the Victorians to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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