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Jeremy Rich uses the eccentric life of R. L. Garner (1848–1920) to examine the commercial networks that
brought the first apes to America during the Progressive Era, a critical time in the development of ideas
about African wildlife, race, and evolution.

Garner was a self-taught zoologist and atheist from southwest Virginia. Starting in 1892, he lived on and off
in the French colony of Gabon, studying primates and trying to engage U.S. academics with his theories.
Most prominently, Garner claimed that he could teach apes to speak human languages and that he could
speak the languages of primates. Garner brought some of the first live primates to America, launching a
traveling demonstration in which he claimed to communicate with a chimpanzee named Susie. He was often
mocked by the increasingly professionalized scientific community, who were wary of his colorful escapades,
such as his ill-fated plan to make a New York City socialite the queen of southern Gabon, and his efforts to
convince Thomas Edison to finance him in Africa.

Yet Garner did influence evolutionary debates, and as with many of his era, race dominated his thinking.
Garner’s arguments?for example, that chimpanzees were more loving than Africans, or that colonialism
constituted a threat to the separation of the races?offer a fascinating perspective on the thinking and attitudes
of his times. Missing Links explores the impact of colonialism on Africans, the complicated politics of
buying and selling primates, and the popularization of biological racism.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

The book Missing Links: The African and American Worlds of R. L. Garner, Primate Collector (Race in the
Atlantic World, 1700-1900 Ser.) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the best thing like a book Missing Links: The African and American Worlds of R. L.
Garner, Primate Collector (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900 Ser.)? A number of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Missing Links: The African and American Worlds of R.
L. Garner, Primate Collector (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900 Ser.) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Peggy Mitchum:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Missing Links: The
African and American Worlds of R. L. Garner, Primate Collector (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900
Ser.) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jim Loop:

The e-book untitled Missing Links: The African and American Worlds of R. L. Garner, Primate Collector
(Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900 Ser.) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Missing Links: The African and American Worlds of R. L. Garner, Primate Collector (Race in the Atlantic
World, 1700-1900 Ser.) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Sunny Lopez:

Often the book Missing Links: The African and American Worlds of R. L. Garner, Primate Collector (Race
in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900 Ser.) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this
book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.
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