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Why do weak states resist threats of force from the United States, especially when history shows that this
superpower carries out its ultimatums? Cheap Threats upends conventional notions of power politics and
challenges assumptions about the use of compellent military threats in international politics.

Drawing on an original dataset of US compellence from 1945 to 2007 and four in-depth case studies—the
Cuban Missile Crisis, the 2011 confrontation with Libya, and the 1991 and 2003 showdowns with
Iraq—Dianne Pfundstein Chamberlain finds that US compellent threats often fail because threatening and
using force became comparatively “cheap” for the United States after the Cold War. Becoming the world’s
only superpower and adopting a new light-footprint model of war, which relied heavily on airpower and now
drones, have reduced the political, economic, and human costs that US policymakers face when they go to
war. Paradoxically, this lower-cost model of war has cheapened US threats and fails to signal to opponents
that the United States is resolved to bear the high costs of a protracted conflict. The result: small states
gamble, often unwisely, that the United States will move on to a new target before achieving its goals.

Cheap Threats resets the bar for scholars and planners grappling with questions of state resolve, hegemonic
stability, effective coercion, and other issues pertinent in this new era of US warfighting and diplomacy.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce
Weak States had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to
Coerce Weak States is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the
book Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States. You never sense lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Allison Sala:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States
can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mamie Perkins:

Often the book Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Mae Marks:

You will get this Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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