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The anthropologist Marcel Mauss, in his famous exploration of the gift in "primitive" and archaic societies,
showed that the essential aspect of the exchange of presents involved the establishment of a social tie that
bound the parties together above and beyond any material value of the objects exchanged. He argued that
these intangible mutual "debts" constituted the social fabric. Godbout and Caillé show that, contrary to the
modern assumption that societies function on the basis of market exchange and the pursuit of self-interest,
the gift still constitutes the foundation of our social fabric. The authors describe the gift not as an object but
as a social connection, perhaps the most important social connection because it creates a sense of obligation
to respond in kind. They examine the gift in a broad range of cases such as blood and organ donation;
volunteer work; the bonds between friends, couples, and family; Santa Claus; the interaction between
performers and their audience; and the relation of the artist to society. Written in an engaging manner, The
World of the Gift will appeal to anyone who is interested in how the world really operates.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The World of the Gift.

Ira Knudsen:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is The
World of the Gift.

Anna Gann:

The World of the Gift can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word
into pleasure arrangement in writing The World of the Gift yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Jimmy Stansberry:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The World of the Gift can make you really feel more interested to read.
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