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The Ultimate Coffee-table Book on the World’s Most Famous Souvenir: the Hawaiian Shirt

The Aloha Shirt: Spirit of the Islands is the most colorful and complete book published on the most enduring
souvenir ever invented: the Hawaiian shirt.

First developed in the early ‘30s as a "tourist attraction," Aloha shirts have their roots in the graphic,
comfortable clothing that South Seas islanders have been wearing for hundreds of years.

Around 1935, a small-but-daring group of clothing manufacturers in Honolulu hit on the same good idea
simultaneously: to make wildly colorful, "air-conditioned" short-sleeved shirts for tourists that would give
them an immediate sense of relaxation, and going "Hawaiian." The shirts were also, as one clever Waikiki
marketer observed, "Postcards you can wear."

So it has been for more than sixty years, with countless Hawaiian- and Japanese-print shirts designed and
sold for the pleasure of millions of people.

The Aloha Shirt traces the splashy history of Hawaiian shirts from their beginnings right after the Great
Depression through their popularity with World War II American servicem SecC and into the "Golden Era"
of Hawaiian tourism and garment manufacturing—from 1935 to 1955.

As the book points out, Aloha shirts have been the favorite leisure wear of everyone from twenty-something
surfers to presidents such as Harry Truman and Dwight D. Eisenhower. Elvis Presley chose Aloha shirts as
the main costume for his movie, Blue Hawaii.

Today, Aloha shirts are more popular than ever. From California to Tokyo, hundreds of manufacturers are
turning out modern-day shirts costing from $15 to more than $100. It’s a half-billion-dollar-a-year industry.
And shirt collectors at New York auction houses and on eBay on it’s Web site now pay thousands of dollars
for a single rayon "silkie" that cost less than a dollar in 1935.

Lavishly illustrated with hundreds of full color, never-before-published shirt images, vintage black-and-
white photographs, and priceless examples of period "Hawaiiana," the book features separate chapters on the
innovative artists, risk-taking manufacturers, and silky fabrics behind the success of the world’s most famous
shirt.

The Aloha Shirt is both a dazzling, fun-to-browse art book, and a fascinating chronicle of the world’s love
affair with Hawaii.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Aloha Shirt: Spirit Of The
Islands to read.

Elida Allman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Aloha Shirt: Spirit Of The Islands as the daily
resource information.

Erwin Fast:

Often the book The Aloha Shirt: Spirit Of The Islands will bring you to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read,
this book very suitable to you. The book The Aloha Shirt: Spirit Of The Islands is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the
book.

Roman Morris:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Aloha Shirt: Spirit Of The Islands.
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