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What is life? What is water? What is sound? In Sounding the Limits of Life, anthropologist Stefan Helmreich
investigates how contemporary scientists--biologists, oceanographers, and audio engineers--are redefining
these crucial concepts. Life, water, and sound are phenomena at once empirical and abstract, material and
formal, scientific and social. In the age of synthetic biology, rising sea levels, and new technologies of
listening, these phenomena stretch toward their conceptual snapping points, breaching the boundaries
between the natural, cultural, and virtual.

Through examinations of the computational life sciences, marine biology, astrobiology, acoustics, and more,
Helmreich follows scientists to the limits of these categories. Along the way, he offers critical accounts of
such other-than-human entities as digital life forms, microbes, coral reefs, whales, seawater, extraterrestrials,
tsunamis, seashells, and bionic cochlea. He develops a new notion of "sounding"--as investigating,
fathoming, listening--to describe the form of inquiry appropriate for tracking meanings and practices of the
biological, aquatic, and sonic in a time of global change and climate crisis.

Sounding the Limits of Life shows that life, water, and sound no longer mean what they once did, and that
what count as their essential natures are under dynamic revision.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Turcotte:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Sounding the Limits of Life: Essays
in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond (Princeton Studies in Culture and Technology) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Laura McCallum:

This Sounding the Limits of Life: Essays in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond (Princeton Studies in
Culture and Technology) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Sounding
the Limits of Life: Essays in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond (Princeton Studies in Culture and
Technology) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry Sounding the Limits of Life: Essays in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond
(Princeton Studies in Culture and Technology) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Sounding the
Limits of Life: Essays in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond (Princeton Studies in Culture and
Technology) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Gilbert Phillips:

The actual book Sounding the Limits of Life: Essays in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond (Princeton
Studies in Culture and Technology) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you.
The book Sounding the Limits of Life: Essays in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond (Princeton
Studies in Culture and Technology) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Misty Ware:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Sounding the Limits of Life: Essays in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond



(Princeton Studies in Culture and Technology) can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have
those short spare time problems.
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