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The enthralling biography of the shepherd boy who changed the world with his revolutionary
engineering and whose genius we still benefit from today.

Thomas Telford may have been born into poverty but he became one of Britain's most important engineers,
changing the shape of Britain forever; the creations that resulted from his skill, ambition and obsessive hard
work span its length and breadth still. For too long, his extraordinary achievements have been overlooked,
and his life left unexamined. Julian Glover now brings forward the man behind the name.

There is brilliance and beauty in Thomas Telford's work. With his revolutionary vision, Telford invented the
modern road and created the backbone of our national road network, tying England, Scotland, Ireland and
Wales together, resulting in his being dubbed 'The Colussus of Roads'. His elegant bridges are the greatest of
the pre-twentieth century, the Menai Bridge a wonder of its time and our own while the famous Pontcysyllte
aqueduct in Wales with its dramatic and alarming exposed heights is a UNESCO world heritage site and still
a huge draw for tourists. Yet Telford was no lone genius and his engineering triumphs were a physical
manifestation of a new industrial and imperial power: Great Britain. It was an age of incredible ingenuity and
ambition and rivalries ran high. It was a time of great energy and drama – and possibilities.

Drawing on colourful contemporary accounts and travelling by horse to understand better the journeys we
undertook before Telford's work transformed them, Julian Glover examines the stories behind Telford's
greatest achievements and explores what in that time enabled him to flourish. At once intimate and
expansive, this illuminating biography brings to life that most creative of eras and places Telford both at its
heart and amongst the ranks of our greatest Britons.
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the
Building of Britain will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Coleen Faircloth:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the Building of Britain can be your answer since it can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Wanda Davis:

Beside this particular Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the Building of Britain in your phone, it can give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the Building of Britain because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
along with read it from at this point!

Mary Christensen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the Building of Britain can
give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the
Building of Britain.
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