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The epic life story of the Native American holy man who has inspired millions around the world

Black Elk, the Native American holy man, is known to millions of readers around the world from his 1932
testimonial Black Elk Speaks. Adapted by the poet John G. Neihardt from a series of interviews with Black
Elk and other elders at the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, Black Elk Speaks is one of the most
widely read and admired works of American Indian literature. Cryptic and deeply personal, it has been read
as a spiritual guide, a philosophical manifesto, and a text to be deconstructed?while the historical Black Elk
has faded from view.

In this sweeping book, Joe Jackson provides the definitive biographical account of a figure whose dramatic
life converged with some of the most momentous events in the history of the American West. Born in an era
of rising violence between the Sioux, white settlers, and U.S. government troops, Black Elk killed his first
man at the Little Bighorn, witnessed the death of his second cousin Crazy Horse, and traveled to Europe with
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West show. Upon his return, he was swept up in the traditionalist Ghost Dance
movement and shaken by the Massacre at Wounded Knee. But Black Elk was not a warrior, instead
accepting the path of a healer and holy man, motivated by a powerful prophetic vision that he struggled to
understand. Although Black Elk embraced Catholicism in his later years, he continued to practice the old
ways clandestinely and never refrained from seeking meaning in the visions that both haunted and inspired
him.

In Black Elk, Jackson has crafted a true American epic, restoring to its subject the richness of his times and
gorgeously portraying a life of heroism and tragedy, adaptation and endurance, in an era of permanent crisis
on the Great Plains.
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From reader reviews:

William Rice:

Within other case, little people like to read book Black Elk: The Life of an American Visionary. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
Black Elk: The Life of an American Visionary. You can add information and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Gary Clark:

This Black Elk: The Life of an American Visionary are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Black Elk: The Life of an American Visionary can be on
the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually
with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Black Elk: The Life of an American Visionary giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Tracey Cook:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Black Elk: The
Life of an American Visionary suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era.
The book untitled Black Elk: The Life of an American Visionaryis a single of several books in which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Leah Humphries:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Black Elk: The Life
of an American Visionary that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Black Elk: The Life of an American Visionary become
your current starter.
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