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The Soviet Union was the first nation to allow women pilots to fly combat missions. During World War II
the Red Air Force formed three all-female units - grouped into separate fighter, dive bomber and night
bomber regiments - while also recruiting other women to fly with mostly male units. Their story, fully
recounted by Reina Pennington, honours this group of fearless and determined women. Pennington
chronicles the creation, organization and leadership of these regiments as well as the experiences of the
pilots, navigators, bomb loaders, mechanics, and others who made up their ranks, all within the context of
the Soviet air war on the Eastern Front. These regiments flew a combined total of more than 30,000 combat
sorties, produced at least 30 Heroes of the Soviet Union, and included at least two fighter aces. Among their
ranks were women like Marina Raskova ("the Soviet Ameila Earhart"), a renowned aviator who persuaded
Stalin in 1941 to establish the all-women regiments; the daredevil "night witches" who flew ramshackle
biplanes on nocturnal bombing missions over German frontlines; and fighter aces like Liliia Litviak, whose
12 "kills" are largely unknown in the West. Here, too, is the story of Alexander Gridnev, a fighter pilot twice
arrested by the Soviet secret police before he was chosen to command the women's fighter regiment.
Pennington draws upon personal interviews and the Soviet archives to detail the recruitment, training and
combat lives of these women. Mixing anecdote with analysis, her work should find a wide readership among
scholars and buffs interested in the history of aviation, World War II, or the Russian military as well as
anyone concerned with the contentious debates surrounding military and combat service for women.
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From reader reviews:

Daria Gertz:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Wings, Women, and War:
Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies) book because book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Sandra Bryson:

This Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies) tend to be
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Wings, Women,
and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies) can be on the list of great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Wings,
Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

John Rivera:

Beside this Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies) in
your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in
World War II Combat (Modern War Studies) because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen
if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Wayne Queen:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World
War II Combat (Modern War Studies) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't



understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies).
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