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When an IMF-backed program of liberalization opened Trinidad’s borders to foreign ready-made apparel,
global competition damaged the local industry and unraveled worker entitlements and expectations but also
presented new economic opportunities for engaging the “global” market. This fascinating ethnography
explores contemporary life in the Signature Fashions garment factory, where the workers attempt to exploit
gaps in these new labor configurations through illicit and informal uses of the factory, a practice they
colloquially refer to as “thiefing a chance.”

Drawing on fifteen months of fieldwork, author Rebecca Prentice combines a vivid picture of factory life,
first-person accounts, and anthropological analysis to explore how economic restructuring has been
negotiated, lived, and recounted by women working in the garment industry during Trinidad’s transition to a
neoliberal economy. Through careful social coordination, the workers “thief” by copying patterns, taking
portions of fabric, teaching themselves how to operate machines, and wearing their work outside the factory.
Even so, the workers describe their “thiefing” as a personal, individualistic enterprise rather than a form of
collective resistance to workplace authority. By making and taking furtive opportunities, they embrace a
vision of themselves as enterprising subjects while actively complying with the competitive demands of a
neoliberal economic order.

Prentice presents the factory not as a stable institution but instead as a material and social space in which the
projects, plans, and desires of workers and their employers become aligned and misaligned, at some
moments in deep harmony and at others in rancorous conflict. Arguing for the productive power of the
informal and illicit, Thiefing a Chance contributes to anthropological debates about the very nature of
neoliberal capitalism and will be of great interest to undergraduate students, graduate students, and faculty in
anthropology, labor studies, Caribbean studies, and development studies.
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From reader reviews:

Verline Custer:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Thiefing a Chance: Factory
Work, Illicit Labor, and Neoliberal Subjectivities in Trinidad is simple to deliver you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Gemma Jackson:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Thiefing a Chance: Factory Work, Illicit
Labor, and Neoliberal Subjectivities in Trinidad can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Charles Wright:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Thiefing a Chance: Factory Work, Illicit Labor,
and Neoliberal Subjectivities in Trinidad. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Jerry Bonner:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
Thiefing a Chance: Factory Work, Illicit Labor, and Neoliberal Subjectivities in Trinidad. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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