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It’s been twenty years since Western State Hospital was closed down and the last of its inmates reintegrated
into society. Francis Petrel was barely out of his teens when his family committed him to the asylum, after
his erratic behavior culminated in a terrifying outburst. Now middle-aged, he leads an aimless, solitary life
housed in a cheap apartment, periodically tended to by his sisters, and perpetually medicated to quiet the
chorus of voices in his head. But a reunion on the grounds of the shuttered institution stirs something deep in
Francis’s troubled mind: dark memories he thought he had laid to rest, about the grisly events that led to
Western State Hospital’s demise.

It begins in 1979, when twenty-one-year-old Petrel descends into the state-run purgatory of an overcrowded,
understaffed Massachusetts mental hospital. Surrounded by inmates roaming the halls like drugged zombies
and raving behind locked doors, well-meaning orderlies, jaded nurses, and patronizing doctors, Francis finds
friendship with a motley assortment of fellow patients: a would-be Napoleon, a wise ex-firefighter, and a
man obsessed with battling imagined devils. But there’s nothing imaginary about the young nurse found
sexually assaulted and brutally murdered late one night after lights-out.

The police suspect an inmate, while patients whisper about visions of a white-shrouded “angel.” But the
striking and mysterious prosecuting attorney who arrives to investigate has her own chilling theory—about
the grim, telltale “signature” left on the victim’s body, a string of unsolved sex killings, and a very real devil
who, by chance or design, has come to turn a madhouse into a slaughterhouse.

Now, with the past creeping back to haunt his thoughts, and nothing but a pencil and the bare walls of his
bleak apartment, Francis surrenders to the overwhelming need to tell the story of those nightmarish days. But
because the crime was never solved, it’s a story doomed to remain unfinished. Until, like Francis’s long-
buried recollections, the killer resurfaces . . . with a vengeance.

A tour de force narrative journey through the eerily unpredictable mind of an utterly unusual hero, The
Madman’s Tale will keep even the most astute thriller reader uncertain, unnerved, and unable to resist the
tantalizing twists and turns of this fiendishly suspenseful shadow show.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Madman's Tale: A
Novel. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Carolina Jones:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Madman's Tale: A Novel as your daily resource
information.

Lamont Williams:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Madman's
Tale: A Novel suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled The Madman's Tale: A Novelis the main of several books that will everyone read now.
This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people
can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Laverne Dunbar:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Madman's Tale: A Novel to make your
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside
that the reserve The Madman's Tale: A Novel can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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