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Kearns' book provides a lively and engaging introduction to formal semantics. This new edition extends the
scope of the first edition by providing additional material on formalization in a very accessible manner. The
presentation is clear and user-friendly throughout, making this a really useful resource for use with
undergraduates and beginning graduate students alike' – Professor Louisa Sadler, University of Essex

Semantics is the study of the literal meaning of words and the meaning of the way words are combined. This
engaging introduction to formal semantics assumes no prior knowledge, providing a solid understanding of a
range of semantic phenomena. Truly wide-ranging in coverage, no other introductory textbook discusses a
comparable range of topics. Areas covered include:

• a beginner's introduction to type theory and the lambda calculus
• generalized quantifier theory
• referential opacity
• thematic roles and lexical conceptual structure
• aktionsarten
• tense and aspect, including Discourse Representation Theory
• event semantics

Illustrated throughout with numerous practical examples, each chapter also contains exercises, graded to
three different levels of difficulty, as well as suggestions for further reading.

Thoroughly revised and expanded, this second edition includes entirely new material on type theory, lambda
calculus, semantic composition and discussion of time within a narrative. Comprehensive and accessible,
Semantics is ideal for both undergraduate and postgraduate students working at a variety of levels.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

The book Semantics (Palgrave Modern Linguistics) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study,
this book very suitable to you. The book Semantics (Palgrave Modern Linguistics) is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Samuel Lashley:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be
option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication
that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Semantics (Palgrave
Modern Linguistics) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Adam Gutierrez:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the
book Semantics (Palgrave Modern Linguistics) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your
aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Semantics (Palgrave Modern Linguistics). You can
more inviting than now.

Thomas Moss:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Semantics (Palgrave Modern Linguistics) to make
your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it.
Beside that the guide Semantics (Palgrave Modern Linguistics) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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