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Medical confidentiality is an essential cornerstone of effective public health systems, and for centuries
societies have struggled to maintain the illusion of absolute privacy. In this age of health databases and
increasing connectedness, however, the confidentiality of patient information is rapidly becoming a concern
at the forefront of worldwide ethical and political debate.
 
In Contesting Medical Confidentiality, Andreas-Holger Maehle travels back to the origins of this
increasingly relevant issue. He offers the first comparative analysis of professional and public debates on
medical confidentiality in the United States, Britain, and Germany during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, when traditional medical secrecy first came under pressure from demands of disclosure
in the name of public health. Maehle structures his study around three representative questions of the time
that remain salient today: Do physicians have a privilege to refuse court orders to reveal confidential patient
details? Is there a medical duty to report illegal procedures to the authorities? Should doctors breach
confidentiality in order to prevent the spread of disease? Considering these debates through a unique
historical perspective, Contesting Medical Confidentiality illuminates the ethical issues and potentially grave
consequences that continue to stir up public debate.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them
is this Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany.

Todd Jacob:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Contesting Medical
Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany giving you one more
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Heather Bly:

Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word
into pleasure arrangement in writing Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United
States, Britain, and Germany although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Marla Fiske:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you



have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Contesting Medical Confidentiality: Origins of the Debate in the United States, Britain, and Germany
provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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