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In this vivid ethnography of social movements in the barrios, or poor shantytowns, of Caracas, Sujatha
Fernandes reveals a significant dimension of political life in Venezuela since President Hugo Chávez was
elected. Fernandes traces the histories of the barrios, from the guerrilla insurgency, movements against
displacement, and cultural resistance of the 1960s and 1970s, through the debt crisis of the early 1980s and
the neoliberal reforms that followed, to the Chávez period. She weaves barrio residents’ life stories into her
account of movements for social and economic justice. Who Can Stop the Drums? demonstrates that the
transformations under way in Venezuela are shaped by negotiations between the Chávez government and
social movements with their own forms of historical memory, local organization, and consciousness.

Fernandes portrays everyday life and politics in the shantytowns of Caracas through accounts of community-
based radio, barrio assemblies, and popular fiestas, and the many interviews she conducted with activists and
government officials. Most of the barrio activists she presents are Chávez supporters. They see the leftist
president as someone who understands their precarious lives and has made important changes to the state
system to redistribute resources. Yet they must balance receiving state resources, which are necessary to fund
their community-based projects, with their desire to retain a sense of agency. Fernandes locates the struggles
of the urban poor within Venezuela’s transition from neoliberalism to what she calls “post-neoliberalism.”
She contends that in contemporary Venezuela we find a hybrid state; while Chávez is actively challenging
neoliberalism, the state remains subject to the constraints and logics of global capital.
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From reader reviews:

Gladys James:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban Social Movements in
Chávez’s Venezuela will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with
you?

Colleen Williams:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban
Social Movements in Chávez’s Venezuela is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Deborah Fishman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Who Can
Stop the Drums?: Urban Social Movements in Chávez’s Venezuela suitable to you? The book was written by
well known writer in this era. The book untitled Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban Social Movements in
Chávez’s Venezuelais the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Ricardo Hempel:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban Social
Movements in Chávez’s Venezuela or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban Social Movements in Chávez’s



Venezuela to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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