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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time

Twenty years ago, in 1954, novelist Shelby Foote began this monumental work with these words: "It was a
Monday in Washington, January 21; Jefferson Davis rose from his seat in the Senate..."

In the third -- and last -- volume of this vivid history, he brings to a close the story of four years of turmoil
and strife which altered American life forever. Here, told in vivid narrative and as seen from both sides, are
those climactic struggles, great and small, on and off the field of battle, which finally decided the fate of this
nation.

"Red River to Appomattox" opens with the beginning of the two final, major confrontations of the war:
Grant against Lee in Virginia, and Sherman pressing Johnston in North Georgia. While the Virginia-Georgia
fighting is in progress, Kearsarge sinks the Alabama and Forrest gains new laurels at Brice's Crossroads.

With Grant and Lee deadlocked at Petersburg, Sherman takes Atlanta -- assuring Lincoln's reelection,
together with the certainty that the war will be fought (not negotiated) to a finish. These events are followed
by Hood's bold northward strike through middle Tennessee while Sherman sets out on his march to the sea,
to be opposed at its end by the ghost of the Army of Tennessee. Hood is wrecked by Thomas in front of
Nashville-the last big battle -- and Savannah falls to Sherman, who presents it to Lincoln as a Christmas gift.

Meantime, Early has threatened Washington, Price has toured Missouri, Farragut has damned the torpedoes
in Mobile Bay, Forrest has raided Memphis, and Cushing has single-handedly sunk the Albemarle. And
Sherman heads north through the Carolinas, burning Columbia en route, while Sheridan rips the entrails out
of the Shenandoah Valley.

Lincoln's second inaugural sets the seal on these hostilities, invoking "charity for all" on the Eve of Five
Forks and the Grant-Lee race for Appomattox. Here is the dust and stench of war, a sort of Twilight of the
Gods, with occasional lurid flare-ups, mass desertions, and the queasiness that accompanies the risk of being
the last man to die.

Then, penultimately. Lee at Appomattox, the one really shining figure in this last act.Davis's flight south
from fallen Richmond overlaps Lincoln's death from Booth's derringer, and his capture at Irwinville comes
amid the surrender of the last Confederate armies, east and west of the Mississippi River. The epilogue is
Lincoln in his grave: and Davis in his posthumous existence. "Lucifer in Starlight."

So ends a unique achievement -- already recognized as one of the finest histories ever fashioned by an
American -- a narrative of over a million and a half words which recreates on a vast and brilliant canvas the
events and personalities of an American epic: The Civil War
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From reader reviews:

Doug Campbell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Civil War: A Narrative: Red River to Appomattox.

Kari Annis:

The particular book The Civil War: A Narrative: Red River to Appomattox has a lot details on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Kathleen Sinclair:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Civil War: A Narrative: Red
River to Appomattox which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Timothy Wingo:

This The Civil War: A Narrative: Red River to Appomattox is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Civil
War: A Narrative: Red River to Appomattox can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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