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A rare memoir of growing up Old Order Mennonite

Rolling Down Black Stockings is a personal recollection of Esther Royer Ayers’s youth spent in a highly
restrictive and confined religious community. Her story is as much a search for identity and a longing for a
mother’s love as it is a tale about a totalitarian culture that led to her departure from the Old Order
Mennonite religion.

This poignant story is told in three books: book 1 describes her youth in a farm community on the outskirts
of Columbiana, Ohio; book 2 follows the struggles of Ayers as she tries to fit in with another culture after
leaving the church when her family moves to Akron, Ohio; and book 3 discusses the history and cultural
dynamics of the religion.

Ayers recounts how the Old Order Mennonite Church came into existence. Her personal account begins
when she was eight years old, watching as her mother took care of her sick father. With intelligence and
insight, Ayers describes how her family coped with the burden of not having enough income, which meant
that the children were expected to work instead of getting an education. When secular educational leaders
closed the one-room schoolhouses that served her Mennonite community, Ayers relates her difficulties trying
to fit in at the public school and how she and her siblings were required to fail classes so that they would be
expelled. It concludes with reflections on what all this meant to her.

A rare and moving memoir, Rolling Down Black Stockings is also a valuable piece of social history that will
appeal to historians as well as those interested in separatist communities and women’s studies.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Bell:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old Order Mennonite Religion the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old
Order Mennonite Religion giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Vera Gates:

This Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old Order Mennonite Religion is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world
and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate
word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old
Order Mennonite Religion in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Selma McDaniel:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage
Out of the Old Order Mennonite Religion or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old Order
Mennonite Religion to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Christopher Hill:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Rolling Down Black Stockings: A
Passage Out of the Old Order Mennonite Religion to make your current reading is interesting. Your current



skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the book Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of
the Old Order Mennonite Religion can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of this time.
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