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"The scholarship of Michael Spitzer's new book is impressive and thorough. The writing is impeccable and
the coverage extensive. The book treats the history of the use of metaphor in the field of classical music. It
also covers a substantial part of the philosophical literature. The book treats the topic of metaphor in a new
and extremely convincing manner."-Lydia Goehr, Columbia University

The experience of music is an abstract and elusive one, enough so that we're often forced to describe it using
analogies to other forms and sensations: we say that music moves or rises like a physical form; that it
contains the imagery of paintings or the grammar of language. In these and countless other ways, our
discussions of music take the form of metaphor, attempting to describe music's abstractions by referencing
more concrete and familiar experiences.

Michael Spitzer's Metaphor and Musical Thought uses this process to create a unique and insightful history
of our relationship with music—the first ever book-length study of musical metaphor in any language.
Treating issues of language, aesthetics, semiotics, and cognition, Spitzer offers an evaluation, a
comprehensive history, and an original theory of the ways our cultural values have informed the metaphors
we use to address music. And as he brings these discussions to bear on specific works of music and follows
them through current debates on how music's meaning might be considered, what emerges is a clear and
engaging guide to both the philosophy of musical thought and the history of musical analysis, from the
seventeenth century to the present day. Spitzer writes engagingly for students of philosophy and aesthetics,
as well as for music theorists and historians.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Padgett:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Metaphor and Musical Thought will make
you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Mary Tobin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be examine.
Metaphor and Musical Thought can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free
time problems.

Fern Gooding:

Beside this kind of Metaphor and Musical Thought in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Metaphor
and Musical Thought because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!

James Shockley:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Metaphor and Musical Thought was colourful and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Metaphor and Musical Thought has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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