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“What caused deinstitutionalization? Why were psychiatricsts and other mental halth workers willing to
allow responsbility for partients to be shifted from mental hospitals (largely public) that provided long-term
custodial care to local communitites? Gerald Grob’s excellent new book is the first to provide a convinceing
explanation for that transition. Unlike mental health journalists, Grob demonstrates that the basic forces for
change were fully in place before the large shift of patient populations commenced at the end of World War
II.” --Lawrence J. Friedman Reviews in American History “Gerald N. Grob has been exploring the history of
American mental hospitals for nearly twenty years, with emphasis on public policy. This book, which brings
the story up to the Second World War, has a broader compass than his previous work in being more deeply
concerned with public attitudes and the evolution of the psychiatric profession. It is also a counter-revisionist
work, a careful scholars’s answer to Michel Foucault, David Rothman, Andrew Scull, and other historians
who are united, Grob says, in having ‘a critical if not hostile view of psychiatry and mental hospitals.’” -
Norman Dain American Historical Review Gerald Grob examines the complex interrealtionships of patients,
psychiatrists, mental hospitals, and government between 1875 and World War II. Challenging the now
prevalent notion that mental hospitals in this period functioned as jails, he finds that, despite their
shortcomings, they provided care for people unable to survive by themselves. From a rich variety of
previously unexploited sources, he shows how professional and political concerns, rather than patient needs,
changed American attitudes toward mental hospitals from support to antipathy. Gerald N. Grob is Professor
of History at Rutgers University and has a joint appointment in the Institute for Heatlth, Health Care Policy,
and Aging Research. In 1986 he received the William H. Welch Medal of the American Association for the
Hitory of Medicine. Among his works are Mental Institutions in America: Social Policy to 1875 (Free Press),
Edward Jarvis and the Medical World of Nineteenth-Century America (Tennessee), and The State and the
Mentally Ill (North Carolina).
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From reader reviews:

Marguerite Boutte:

The e-book with title Mental Illness and American Society, 1875-1940 contains a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Robin Castillo:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Mental Illness and American Society, 1875-1940 this reserve consist
a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Verna Tubbs:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Mental
Illness and American Society, 1875-1940 which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.

Sarah Lopez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Mental Illness and American
Society, 1875-1940.
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