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In a tale that begins at a zoo in Zurich and takes us across the deserts of Ethiopia to the Asir Mountains in
Saudi Arabia, Hans Kummer recreates the adventure and intellectual thrill of the early days of field research
on primates. Just as Jane Goodall and Dian Fossey introduced readers to the fascinating lives of chimpanzees
and gorillas, Kummer brings us face to face with the Hamadryas baboon.

With their furry white mantles and gleaming red hindquarters, the Hamadryas appear frequently in the art of
the ancient Egyptians--who may have interpreted the baboons' early morning grooming rituals as sun-
worshiping rites. Back then, Hamadryas were thought to be incarnates of Thoth, the god of wisdom; today
they are considered to have one of the most highly structured social systems among primates, very close, in
some respects, to that of humans. In the 1960s, Kummer, after conflicts with nomadic warriors, managed to
track down these elusive baboons near the Danakil Desert, and then followed them from dawn to dusk on
their treks from one feeding place to another. His scientific account of this period reads like a travel memoir
as he describes his encounters with the Hamadryas and the people with whom they share the desert.

Winding his way through cliffs and stubble, Kummer records the baboons' social life, from the development
of pair relationships to the way an entire group decides where to march each day. Much like the human
nomads who cope with the harsh demands of the desert environment, the Hamadryas maintain a society that
is strict and patriarchal in its details but multilayered and flexible in its largest units. We learn, for example,
of the Hamadryas' respect for possession that protects family structure and of the cohesion among family
leaders that lessens the threat of battle. At the same time, clear-cut personalities emerge from Kummer's
account, drawing us into the life stories and power struggles of individual baboons. Whereas this rich detail
holds many implications for natural scientists, the colorful way it comes to life makes for a compelling book
bound to entertain and educate all readers.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Hawkins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled In Quest of the Sacred Baboon. Try to the actual book In
Quest of the Sacred Baboon as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Jane Rich:

The publication untitled In Quest of the Sacred Baboon is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of In Quest of the Sacred Baboon from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Clara Williams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this In Quest of the Sacred Baboon e-
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty In Quest of the Sacred
Baboon as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break
don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Virginia White:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and In Quest of the Sacred Baboon or perhaps others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes In Quest
of the Sacred Baboon to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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