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"There are places where history feels irrelevant, and America's inner cities are among them," acknowledges
Michael Katz, in expressing the tensions between activism and scholarship. But this major historian of urban
poverty realizes that the pain in these cities has its origins in the American past. To understand contemporary
poverty, he looks particularly at an old attitude: because many nineteenth-century reformers traced extreme
poverty to drink, laziness, and other forms of bad behavior, they tried to use public policy and philanthropy
to improve the character of poor people, rather than to attack the structural causes of their misery. Showing
how this misdiagnosis has afflicted today's welfare and educational systems, Katz draws on his own
experiences to introduce each of four topics--the welfare state, the "underclass" debate, urban school reform,
and the strategies of survival used by the urban poor. Uniquely informed by his personal involvement, each
chapter also illustrates the interpretive power of history by focusing on a strand of social policy in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries: social welfare from the poorhouse era through the New Deal, ideas about
urban poverty from the undeserving poor to the "underclass," and the emergence of public education through
the radical school reform movement now at work in Chicago.

Why have American governments proved unable to redesign a welfare system that will satisfy anyone? Why
has public policy proved unable to eradicate poverty and prevent the deterioration of major cities? What
strategies have helped poor people survive the poverty endemic to urban history? How did urban schools
become unresponsive bureaucracies that fail to educate most of their students? Are there fresh, constructive
ways to think about welfare, poverty, and public education? Throughout the book Katz shows how
interpretations of the past, grounded in analytic history, can free us of comforting myths and help us to
reframe discussions of these great public issues.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Precisely why? Because this Improving Poor People is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Bessie Morris:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Improving Poor People publication
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Improving Poor People as good book not
simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Alicia Gentry:

This Improving Poor People is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Improving Poor
People in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So
, it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

David Betancourt:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
you is Improving Poor People this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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