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The Sword of the Lord is the first book to examine military chaplains and the development of the military
chaplaincy across history and geography - from the first to the twenty-first century, from Europe to North
America. The scope of this work reveals the astonishing fact that the military chaplaincy has existed in a
recognizable form for more than 1600 years. Contributors analyze specific historical moments in the
development of the chaplaincy, beginning in antiquity and progressing through the Crusades, the English
Civil War, the American Civil War, both World Wars, and the Vietnam War. Four key themes connect the
chapters of this book. The first is the basic issue of historical development over time. Where and when did
the military chaplaincy begin and how has it changed? A second theme involves the emotionally and
spiritually intense relationships that develop between chaplains and the men and women they serve. How
have military chaplains dealt with the enormous responsibility of ministering to soldiers about to kill or
possibly be killed? The third theme is that of chaplains' often precarious position between military and
religious authorities. Are military chaplains primarily morale boosters, retained by rulers and military
commanders because they prepare soldiers to fight hard and face death bravely? Or are they above all
pastors, caring for the spiritual needs of their constituency? How do they balance conflicting duties and
demands? A fourth related theme is the profound moral and theological dilemmas raised by the chaplaincy.
Even under the least morally ambiguous circumstances, chaplains work in the midst of violence, coercion,
and suffering. How have they understood their tasks and carried them out in deeply troubled and brutal
times? What are the ethical implications of their work? In addition to contributions by historians, this book
includes vivid accounts by two former chaplains - an American rabbi who served in World War II and an
American Catholic priest who served in Vietnam. This remarkable work treats with care and sensitivity a
fascinating and important topic. Anyone interested in military history, religious studies, ethics, or pastoral
care will profit from reading this book.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Brooks:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Sword Of The Lord: Military
Chaplains from the First to the Twenty-First Century (ND Critical Problems in History) book as this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Spencer Fuentes:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take The Sword Of The Lord: Military Chaplains from the First to the
Twenty-First Century (ND Critical Problems in History) as the daily resource information.

Tammy Mangold:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one
of a number of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make
a person more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this The Sword Of The Lord: Military Chaplains from the First to the Twenty-First
Century (ND Critical Problems in History), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Patricia Stokes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Sword Of The Lord:
Military Chaplains from the First to the Twenty-First Century (ND Critical Problems in History) which is
having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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