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The Living Elephants is the authoritative resource for information on both Asian and African elephants.
From the ancient origins of the proboscideans to the present-day crisis of the living elephants, this volume
synthesizes the behavior, ecology and conservation of elephants, while covering also the history of human
interactions with elephants, all within the theoretical framework of evolutionary biology. The book begins
with a survey of the 60-million year evolutionary history of the proboscideans emphasizing the role of
climate and vegetation change in giving rise to a bewildering array of species, but also discussing the
possible role of humans in the late Pleistocene extinction of mastodonts and mammoths. The latest
information on the molecular genetics of African and Asian elephants and its taxonomic implications are
then presented. The rise of the elephant culture in Asia, and its early demise in Africa are traced along with
an original interpretation of this unique animal-human relationship. The book then moves on to the social life
of elephants as it relates to reproductive strategies of males and females, development of behavior in young,
communication, ranging patterns, and societal organization. The foraging strategies of elephants, their
impact on the vegetation and landscape are then discussed. The dynamics of elephant populations in relation
to hunting for ivory and their population viability are described with the aid of mathematical models. A
detailed account of elephant-human interactions includes a treatment of crop depredation by elephants in
relation to their natural ecology, manslaughter by elephants, habitat manipulation by humans, and a history
of the ivory trade and poaching in the two continents. The ecological information is brought together in the
final chapter to formulate a set of pragmatic recommendations for the long-term conservation of elephants.
The broadest treatment of the subject yet undertaken, by one of the leading workers in the field, Raman
Sukumar, the book promises to bring the understanding of elephants to a new level. It should be of interest
not only to biologists but also a broader audience including field ecologists, wildlife administrators,
historians, conservationists and all those interested in elephants and their future.
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From reader reviews:

Sammy McManus:

This The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life Sciences) are
generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Living
Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life Sciences) can be one of several great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The
Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life Sciences) giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Albert Parks:

The book untitled The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life
Sciences) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Living Elephants:
Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life Sciences) from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Nancy Samuel:

Beside this particular The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life
Sciences) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Living Elephants: Evolutionary
Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life Sciences) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it
from today!

Avis Marguez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology,
Behaviour, and Conservation (Life Sciences) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look
at this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This



particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We should have The Living Elephants: Evolutionary Ecology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Life
Sciences).
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