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Anthropology is a science whose most significant discoveries have come when it has taken its bearings from
literature, and what makes Paul Radin’s Primitive Man as Philosopher a seminal piece of anthropological
inquiry is that it is also a book of enduring wonder. Writing in the 1920s, when anthropology was still young,
Radin set out to show that “primitive” cultures are as intellectually sophisticated and venturesome as any of
their “civilized” counterparts. The basic questions about the structure of the natural world, the nature of right
and wrong, and the meaning of life and death, as well as basic methods of considering the truth or falsehood
of the answers those questions give rise to, are, Radin argues, recognizably consistent across the whole range
of human societies. He rejects both the romantic myth of the noble savage and the rationalist dismissal of the
primitive mind as essentially undeveloped, averring that the anthropologist and the anthropologist’s subject
meet on the same philosophical ground, and only when that is acknowledged can anthropology begin in
earnest. The argument is clearly and forcibly made in pages that also contain an extraordinary collection of
poems, proverbs, myths, and tales from a host of different cultures, making Primitive Man as Philosopher
not only a lasting contribution to the discipline of anthropology but a unique, rich, and fascinating anthology,
one that both illuminates and enlarges our imagination of the human.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

Often the book Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Martin Thomas:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just
before. The Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Phyllis Ramirez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB
Classics) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) become
your starter.

Kathleen Huckaby:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Primitive Man as Philosopher
(NYRB Classics) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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