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Imagine a dreamland where roasted pigs wander about with knives in their backs to make carving easy,
where grilled geese fly directly into one's mouth, where cooked fish jump out of the water and land at one's
feet. The weather is always mild, the wine flows freely, sex is readily available, and all people enjoy eternal
youth.

Such is Cockaigne. Portrayed in legend, oral history, and art, this imaginary land became the most pervasive
collective dream of medieval times-an earthly paradise that served to counter the suffering and frustration of
daily existence and to allay anxieties about an increasingly elusive heavenly paradise.

Illustrated with extraordinary artwork from the Middle Ages, Herman Pleij's Dreaming of Cockaigne is a
spirited account of this lost paradise and the world that brought it to life. Pleij takes three important texts as
his starting points for an inspired of the panorama of ideas, dreams, popular religion, and literary and artistic
creation present in the late Middle Ages. What emerges is a well-defined picture of the era, furnished with a
wealth of detail from all of Europe, as well as Asia and America.

Pleij draws upon his thorough knowledge of medieval European literature, art, history, and folklore to
describe the fantasies that fed the tales of Cockaigne and their connections to the central obsessions of
medieval life.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Leiva:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect
Life is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Sandra Maes:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Dreaming of Cockaigne:
Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the
Perfect Life become your own starter.

Robert Rochester:

The book untitled Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
study.

Ivan Dinkel:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of
the Perfect Life was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Dreaming of
Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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