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An unsung gem of nineteenth-century Russian literature, City Folk and Country Folk is a seemingly gentle
yet devastating satire of Russia's aristocratic and pseudo-intellectual elites in the 1860s. Translated into
English for the first time, the novel weaves an engaging tale of manipulation, infatuation, and female
assertiveness that takes place one year after the liberation of the empire's serfs. Upending Russian literary
clichés of female passivity and rural gentry benightedness, Sofia Khvoshchinskaya centers her story on a
commonsense, hardworking noblewoman and her self-assured daughter living on their small rural estate. The
antithesis of the thoughtful, intellectual, and self-denying young heroines created by Khvoshchinskaya's male
peers, especially Ivan Turgenev, seventeen-year-old Olenka ultimately helps her mother overcome a sense of
duty to her "betters" and leads the two to triumph over the urbanites' financial, amorous, and matrimonial
machinations. Sofia Khvoshchinskaya and her writer sisters closely mirror Britain's Brontës, yet
Khvoshchinskaya's work contains more of Jane Austen's wit and social repartee, as well an intellectual
engagement reminiscent of Elizabeth Gaskell's condition-of- England novels. Written by a woman under a
male pseudonym, this brilliant and entertaining exploration of gender dynamics on a post-emancipation
Russian estate offers a fresh and necessary point of comparison with the better-known classics of nineteenth-
century world literature.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Schrader:

This book untitled City Folk and Country Folk (Russian Library) to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Ray Nicolas:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be examine. City Folk and Country Folk (Russian Library) can be
your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Robbie Lewis:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This City Folk and Country Folk
(Russian Library) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Christopher Jorge:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this City Folk and Country Folk (Russian Library) can make you experience
more interested to read.
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