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For many people today, the Hebrew Bible is the one supreme channel through which the Word of God was
transmitted to humanity. In The Birth of God, Jean Bottéro, one of the world’s leading figures in Ancient
Near Eastern Studies, approaches the Bible from a different perspective. He sees in it an astounding variety
of documents that reveal much of their time of origin, historical events, and climates of thought. Therefore,
we owe to the Bible at least the same respect we give to Homer, Shakespeare, and other classics of world
literature. The Birth of God addresses questions that "educated people" usually avoid when the topic of the
Bible comes up: What is the Bible if we consider it a historical document? Bottéro is fully aware of the
special place the Bible has in the circles of many faithful Jews and Christians, but he focuses on the need for
an understanding of Israel as a major root of our entire Western tradition. With grace and insight, he brings
out the extraordinary originality of Israel’s questions and ideas, many of which have shaped our thinking
ever since. In Bottéro’s hands, Moses, Job, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and other familiar figures take on real life and
present to us thoughts we might never have associated with the Bible. He also treats such topics as the
origins of the world according to the Bible and original sin. In one remarkable chapter, Bottéro offers a new
translation of Ecclesiastes, which casts this biblical book in an entirely new light. Bottéro is a scholar of rare
abilities. Internationally respected for his work as a philologist, literary critic, and historian, he is also adept
at writing for a popular audience. The Birth of God has been widely read in France, where it was first
published in 1986. With this expert translation, English-speaking readers can now enjoy the book for the first
time. Upon reading it, many a reader is likely to reflect: "Whenever I have said ‘God,’ in whatever tone of
voice, could I ever have meant anyone else than the God of the Bible?"
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Jones:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The
Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Armando Mosley:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian seemed to
be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian is not only giving you more
new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book The Birth of God: The Bible
and the Historian. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Patrick Oneil:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian can be very good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Christopher Hartwick:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Birth of God: The Bible and the Historian
can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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