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In 1847, in a small rural courthouse in Coles County, Illinois, Abraham Lincoln represented a Kentucky
slave owner named Robert Matson in his attempt to recover a runaway slave woman and her four children.
Most Americans, even those with a penchant for the nation's history, have never heard of this court case.
This is no coincidence. Lincoln's involvement in the case has troubled and bewildered most students and
biographers of the "Great Emancipator." In many assessments, the case inspires rationalizations and
distortions; in others, avoidance and denial. These approaches are a disservice to the man and to those who
seek to understand him.In Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case, lawyer and historian Charles R.
McKirdy digs behind the myths and evasions to determine why Lincoln chose to advocate property rights
grounded in a system that he claimed to abhor and pursue the continued enslavement of five of its most
vulnerable and sympathetic victims. In a careful and readable blend of narrative and analysis, the book finds
the answer in the time and place that was Lincoln's Illinois in 1847, in the laws and judicial decisions that
provided the legal backdrop against which the drama of the Matson case was played out, and in the man that
Lincoln was thirteen years before he became president.The discussion of Lincoln's decision to represent
Matson and the description of the trial itself take nothing at face value. The author examines primary and
secondary sources for the ribbon of truth shorn of preconceptions and hollow justifications. Lincoln Apostate
scrutinizes Lincoln's motives for choosing as he did and explores the ideals and fears of this very complex
man.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Robinette:

This Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case without we realize teach the one who reading it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave
Case can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case having
great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Crystal McMullen:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case book is readable through you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving
Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case content conveys objective easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Barbara Corbin:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Lincoln Apostate:
The Matson Slave Case is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jesus Moreno:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave
Case is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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