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This best-selling text emphasizes why social and cultural changes are the pervasive redlities of our time. A
key theme of Contemporary Society is that the transition from an industrial to a post-industrial order in
today’ sworld is fraught with difficulties, as was the transition from an agricultural to an industrial order in
an earlier era. Within this framework, we can observe the increasing fragmentation of the social order today,
which tends to lead people away from community and a common purpose, more often bringing conflict and
disunity. Still, countervailing social forces are also at work, providing some stability--some shelter in a sea of
change. Ever more, societies are faced with the rapid and transformative power of information technology,
which helps propel separate groups of people into aglobal entity. This introduction to the social sciences
shows what the authors have learned from such disciplines as anthropology, geography, history, sociology,
psychology, political science, and economics--and how to apply social science approaches to an ever-faster
tempo of change. The authors cover family life, interaction with others, racial and ethnic diversity,
education, religion, population, environment, and many other topics analyzed in a student-friendly approach.

New to this Edition

The integration and flow of the text has been improved for better student comprehension.

Expanded selection of Web Links to many more sites for student research, many relevant to their interests
and entertainment choices

Enriched focus on applying social science knowledge to current events (transcending a complete reliance on
assumptions from the media)

New/expanded coverage on topics throughout the book, including
New findings from globa warming research and its implications for socia life and policy
New developmentsin race relations in an integrated approach throughout many chapters

Deepening inequality and the implications that threaten family, education, and student futures?nationally and
globally

Gender, including new developmentsin legal gay marriage and transgender
Expanded coverage of genetics and the medical potential of human genome sequencing
New developments in astrophysics and their potential implications for society

Updated Statistics throughout
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From reader reviews:
Jason Hill:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chanceto read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Social
Science.

Donald Taylor:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erawhich can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Contemporary Society: An
Introduction to Social Science is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Tammy Medina:

The reserve untitled Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Social Science is the book that recommended
to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirementsis absolutely
accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Social Science from the
publisher to make you more enjoy freetime.

Lavone Anderson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Social Science or
maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Social Science to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book likethis.
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