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As The Times' review pointed out, the overriding successes of 2007’s Glastonbury Festival were those of two
female performers—one was Lily Allen; the other was Dame Shirley Bassey. Conditions onstage were
almost as bad as down in the mud with the crowd, yet the 70-year-old Bassey managed to pull her orchestra
and the audience with her all the way. This long-awaited new biography opens with the now-famous
helicopter emergency landing that followed Bassey’s performance, then backtracks to her youth in Cardiff’s
Tiger Bay in the 1930s. From this moment on, the keyword in this sparkling biography is context. Most
people have no real idea what the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s were actually like in Britain, because they believe
the clichés. The reality was much bleaker—a grey world punctuated by the occasional flash of color—and
Shirley Bassey was undeniably one of those flashes. The list of obstacles she had to overcome on her way to
stardom is daunting—extreme poverty, a mixed-race background, an illegitimate child at the age of 16, and
yet within a few years she transformed herself into the Shirley Bassey we all know—and eventually into an
icon and a diva. She may be only two years younger than Elvis, and only a few years older than the Beatles,
but these acts were not her chart rivals—and nor were Tommy Steele or Cliff Richard. Bassey’s competition
lay in the orthodox showbiz world of performers such as Vera Lynn, Liberace, and the Beverley Sisters.
Bassey blasted her way through with sheer sex appeal, of which her sense of humor is as much a key
ingredient as her shimmering skin-tight costumes. While very few “easy listening” acts of the 1960s and
1970s have managed to cross over into mass acceptance by a modern audience, Bassey is one who has.
What’s more, she seems now—much like Johnny Cash—to have been adopted by younger artists eager to
work with her. In recent years she has collaborated with Yello, Billy Mackenzie, the Propellerheads, and
Never The Bride, all of whom the author has interviewed for this book. In short, she still enjoys dizzying
popularity, and Peter Hogan’s refreshing new insights put her career into brilliant perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Peter White:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Shirley Bassey: Diamond Diva.

Deborah Mele:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Shirley Bassey: Diamond Diva your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
Shirley Bassey: Diamond Diva giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Marina Espinal:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Shirley Bassey: Diamond Diva or even others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them
to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Shirley Bassey:
Diamond Diva to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

John Schreiber:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Shirley Bassey: Diamond Diva can make you experience more interested to
read.
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