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Despite its reputation for religious intolerance, the Middle East has long sheltered many distinctive and
strange faiths: one regards the Greek prophets as incarnations of God, another reveres Lucifer in the form of
a peacock, and yet another believes that their followers are reincarnated beings who have existed in various
forms for thousands of years. These religions represent the last vestiges of the magnificent civilizations in
ancient history: Persia, Babylon, Egypt in the time of the Pharaohs. Their followers have learned how to
survive foreign attacks and the perils of assimilation. But today, with the Middle East in turmoil, they face
greater challenges than ever before.

In Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms, former diplomat Gerard Russell ventures to the distant, nearly impassable
regions where these mysterious religions still cling to survival. He lives alongside the Mandaeans and Ezidis
of Iraq, the Zoroastrians of Iran, the Copts of Egypt, and others. He learns their histories, participates in their
rituals, and comes to understand the threats to their communities. Historically a tolerant faith, Islam has,
since the early 20th century, witnessed the rise of militant, extremist sects. This development, along with the
rippling effects of Western invasion, now pose existential threats to these minority faiths. And as more and
more of their youth flee to the West in search of greater freedoms and job prospects, these religions face the
dire possibility of extinction.

Drawing on his extensive travels and archival research, Russell provides an essential record of the past,
present, and perilous future of these remarkable religions.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Heirs to Forgotten
Kingdoms: Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East. All type of book can you see on
many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Arthur Pascual:

This Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East usually are
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Heirs to
Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East can be on the list of great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that
probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms:
Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Daniel Trimble:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into the
Disappearing Religions of the Middle East can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East.

Virgie Tauber:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
at this book Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys Into the Disappearing Religions of the Middle East. You



can more pleasing than now.
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