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This fifth edition of Harmony marks the forty-fifth year of its successful use.

Years after Walter Piston's death, his students and their students can still take great pride in the enduring
vitality of his teaching. By now it is plain that the book is different from what it used to be, but its essential
approach and its basic substance remain as they were.

The major departure of the fourth edition was the addition of seven new chapters, including four on the
complicated subject of harmony after common practice, which had not been discussed in the first three
editions. However, then as now, the core of the book remains the exhaustive treatment of common-practice
harmony, the subject of most one-year or two-year courses in tonal harmony. In the present edition, the
entire text has been carefully revised with a view to clarifying the language and illuminating the essential
principles. Wherever possible, the text has been "opened up" to allow the reader to adopt a more leisurely
pace through what had been a terse and detailed presentation. The results will also be perceived in the more
spacious design of this edition.

New exercises have been added to the early chapters as well as some fresh music examples. There is an
entirely new chapter on musical texture that serves to clear up many difficult points encountered by the
beginning student. Another innovation is the rearrangement of the chapters dealing with harmonic rhythm
and the structure of the phrase as well as the inclusion of a short summary of analytical method.

This book has long been known as an introductory textbook, but because of its comprehensive range, it also
serves as an invaluable reference book. The acquisition of an consummate knowledge of composers'
practice?the goal of any study of harmony?is admittedly an endless assignment. Ars longa, vita brevis, but
consolation may be derived from the thought that intellectual and artistic rewards are to be found at all stages
along the way.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Harmony: Fifth Edition. Try to the actual book Harmony: Fifth Edition
as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Eric Alaniz:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Harmony:
Fifth Edition suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Harmony: Fifth Editionis the main of several books this everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you
ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jonathan Peterson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Harmony: Fifth Edition or others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Harmony: Fifth Edition to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Billie Gould:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Harmony: Fifth Edition can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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